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SBE16 Hamburg – a brief introduction

„SBE16 Hamburg“ is an international scienti c conference on sustainable building that is part of 
the Sustainable Built Environment Conferences series 2016/2017. The series is run by the Interna-
tional Council for Research and Innovation in Building and Construction (CIB), the International In-
itiative for a Sustainable Built Environment (iiSBE), the Sustainable Building and Climate Initiative 
(SBCI) of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the International Federation 
of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC).

The conference series follows a ten-year tradition. Held in three-year intervals in different cities 
around the world, the conference series has established itself as one of the major events in this 
eld. Following the World Conference in Barcelona in 2014, 20 regional conferences will take 

place in 2016 to prepare for the next World Conference in Hong Kong in 2017 and bring together 
thousands of players in the eld of sustainable construction.

The title of SBE16 Hamburg, the regional conference in Germany, is „Strategies, Stakeholders, 
Success factors – Strategien, Akteure, Erfolgsfaktoren.“ With this title SBE16 Hamburg ex-
empli es what the general framework for sustainable construction must consist of and which 
procedures, in uences, interactions and stakeholders, in fact, need to be part of a successful 
implementation. It focuses geographically on Germany, Scandinavia, Poland, the Baltic States 
and Russia, and is aimed at scientists, architects, city planners and engineers, politicians, stake-
holders, the real estate industry, and municipalities.

The  of SBE16 Hamburg is composed of more than 80 international 
and recognized scientists and experts who evaluate independently and anonymously all sub-
missions to the conference and thus ensure the scienti c quality of the event. Presiding over the 
Scienti c Advisory Board are Professor Thomas L tzkendorf (Karlsruhe Institute of Technology), 
Professor Peter O. Brown (HafenCity University Hamburg), and Professor Natalie Eßig (University 
of Applied Sciences Munich).

The multi-faceted program provides congress participants with the opportunity for intensive ex-
changes and knowledge gain and thereby also fosters experiences. The aim is to bring together 
scientists, planners and representatives from politics and business to discuss science, policy and 
practice with one another, thus contributing to a targeted and effective exchange of knowledge.

SBE16 Hamburg consists of various components: a combination of scienti c knowledge, research 
results, and examples of practical implementation and innovation. The conference planners have 
made this possible by building into the agenda a diverse lecture program, ample opportunities for 
communication and networking, and a varied menu of excursions. 

The lecture program consists of plenary, scienti c contributions, and, for German-speaking parti-
cipants, .

In the plenary opening by the event organizers, speeches and greetings will be given by re-
presentatives of the main sponsors of SBE16 Hamburg as well as German and international 
representatives of the political and scienti c arenas. The national political representatives include 
Federal Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, Dr. Barbara Hen-
dricks and the Second Mayor of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg, Katharina Fegebank. 
Nils Larsson (iiSBE) and Prof. Dr. L tzkendorf (KIT) will cover the signi cance of this conference 
series. Keynotes will be delivereyd by Professor Mojib Latif of GEOMAR Kiel and Hans-Dieter 
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Hegner from the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building 
and Nuclear Safety.

A program of outstanding speakers will accentuate once again the results of the UN Climate 
Change Conference in Paris COP 21 and highlight key issues and challenges during the second 
plenary session on Wednesday morning. Nils Larsson (iiSBE) will convey his impressions of his 
participation at the Paris conference. He will be followed by Stefan Schurig (World Future Council) 
on the impact on future cities and Dr. Harry Lehmann (German Federal Environment Agency) on 
the consequences of the UN climate summit for the construction and property industry.

The  will take place over the three main days of the event (Tuesday to Thurs-
day) with parallel sessions consisting of 10-minute presentations by national and international 
researchers, whose submissions were reviewed and selected by the SBE15 Hamburg Scienti c 
Advisory Board. Around 150 papers from 34 countries will be presented, and each presentation 
will be followed by a brief discussion. In addition, contributions in the form of posters will be intro-
duced in short talks at the end of some sessions.

The opportunity to network and talk with others is an essential part of SBE16 Hamburg. An 
accompanying exhibition of industrial partners, ‘chat breaks,’ and various evening events and 
excursions offer participants the chance to discuss scienti c ndings and link them with practice.

The exhibition takes place in the foyer of the HafenCity University, which forms the spatial inter-
section of all other activities of SBE16 Hamburg. Designed as a communication area, the space 
allows visitors to learn about the innovations of the supporting partners.

Within the program framework, on Monday, Wednesday and Friday the interplay of lectures and 
discussions will be rounded by several excursions. Through these conferences participants will 
be able to witness examples of sustainable building in practice. The program includes excursions 
to a variety of interesting locations and construction projects, such as the urban development 
project HafenCity Hamburg, where the event venue - HafenCity University (HCU) - is located.

SBE16 Hamburg thematic focuses:
 Strategies and frameworks for sustainable construction and sustainable urban development
 Innovative concepts and case studies in sustainable neighborhood and urban development
 Project development and sustainability
 Application of sustainability tools and methods in the construction and property industry
 Research on innovative materials and products
 Expression of sustainability in education and training
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The program committee of the SBE16 Hamburg welcomes you!

Prof. Dr.-Ing. habil. Thomas L tzkendorf, 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), Head of the Scienti c Committee

Prof. Dr. Natalie Eßig, Munich University of Applied Sciences (MUAS)
Prof. Peter 0. Braun, HafenCity University Hamburg (HCU)

Both the planning, construction and operation of buildings in accordance with the principles of 
sustainable development, and the further development of the building stock and infrastructures 
to improve the quality of the built environment require the active involvement of all relevant sta-
keholders. Being dedicated to these topics, SBE16 Hamburg has a scienti c program that is 
speci cally addressed, among others, to representatives from research and education and to the 
staff of municipal administration, housing companies, and real estate and portfolio management 
companies. The discussions of how aspects of sustainability can be integrated in the processes 
of planning and decision making, of which strategies and solutions are available, and of how suc-
cess can be measured are the thematic continuation of the SB 13 Munich Conference. It is not 
only the provision of calculation and evaluation methods, of design principles and design tools or 
of new structural and technical solutions that decides on the success of sustainable construction. 
As a matter of fact, the respective approaches need to be in demand, to be applied successfully, 
and to offer clear advantages to the environment, society, and industry. SBE16 Hamburg tries to 
overcome the traditional separation between science and practice. Contributions on the further 
development of methodical approaches are complemented by presentations of practical examp-
les and analyses of experiences. 

The international sustainable building conference series, within which Hamburg is the host city, 
has developed its range of subjects and has clearly expanded its focus to comprise all aspects 
of the design of a sustainable built environment. SBE16 Hamburg caters to this development by 
offering a program emphasizing a sustainable development in neighborhoods and urban districts. 
This focus is supported by discussions of issues related to the interaction between buildings and 
the grid. In addition, SBE16 Hamburg deals with the further development of national and compa-
ny-owned building stock to achieve the objectives of climate protection and with the sustainable 
planning, construction and operation of civil engineering structures and constructed assets. 
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We are pleased that we will be able to bene t from many contributions by young researchers and 
PhD students. Whereas it becomes clear that the issue of sustainability is rather widespread in 
research and practice, future generations of specialist and executive staff may pro t from some 
sessions dedicated to the integration of aspects of sustainability into the further education of pl-
anners, real estate agents, and specialists for property evaluation.

The conference is the perfect platform for scienti c exchange between national and international 
participants. The results of inter- and transdisciplinary research projects with partners from sever-
al countries are presented in various contributions, and international experience is communicated. 

We are very grateful to the members of the International Scienti c Committee who have ensured 
the scienti c quality of the conference by participating in the preparation and holding of SBE16 
through reviewing papers and taking over organizational tasks. 

We wish all guests and participants successful days and interesting encounters while being in 
Hamburg.

Thomas Lützkendorf, Natalie Eßig, Peter Braun
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