A QUANTITATIVE STABILITY ESTIMATE
FOR THE FRACTIONAL FABER-KRAHN INEQUALITY

LORENZO BRASCO, ELEONORA CINTI, AND STEFANO VITA

ABSTRACT. We prove a quantitative version of the Faber-Krahn inequality for the first eigenvalue
of the fractional Dirichlet-Laplacian of order s. This is done by using the so-called Caffarelli-
Silvestre extension and adapting to the nonlocal setting a trick by Hansen and Nadirashvili. The
relevant stability estimate comes with an explicit constant, which is stable as the fractional order
of differentiability goes to 1.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. The Faber-Krahn inequality. The celebrated Faber-Krahn inequality asserts that for every
open set Q C RY with finite N—dimensional Lebesgue measure, we have the sharp estimate

(1.1) Q¥ M(Q) > |B|¥ A(B),

where B is any N—dimensional ball. Moreover, equality in (1.1) is uniquely attained by balls.
The quantity A(Q2) is the first eigenvalue of the Dirichlet-Laplacian on €. In other words, it is the
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smallest real number A such that the boundary value problem

—Au = Au, inQ,
U 0, on 012,

admits a nontrivial solution u € Dé’Q(Q). The latter is the homogeneous Sobolev space, defined as
the completion of C§°(£2) with respect to the norm

<p|—>(/ |V<p|2dx> .
Q

By observing that A scales like a length to the power —2; it is easily seen that the inequality in (1.1)
is scale invariant. Moreover, the Faber-Krahn inequality can be equivalently rephrased by saying
that balls (uniquely) solve the shape optimization problem

min{\(Q) : © c RY open set with |Q| = ¢},

for every ¢ > 0.

We briefly recall that a way to prove (1.1) is by using the Schwarz symmetrization. In other
words, given u a non-negative function, we can construct the unique radially symmetric decreasing
function u* such that

Hz : u(z) >t} = {z : v (x) > t}, for every t > 0.

By construction, the two functions u and u* are equi-measurable, thus all the L? norms of u and
u* coincide. Moreover, by the well-known Pdélya-Szegd principle we know that

(1.2) /|Vu|2d:lc2/ \Vu*|? de,
Q Bo

where Bgq is the ball centered at the origin, such that |Q] = |Bgq|. By using these two facts and the
variational characterization

s = win | [ VuPde sl =1,
u€eDy " () Q
one immediately gets (1.1).

Starting with the works of Hansen & Nadirashvili [22] and Melas [30], there has been a surge
of interest towards the stability issue for the Faber-Krahn inequality. In other words, one seeks for
quantitative enhancements of (1.1), containing remainder terms measuring the deviation of a set
Q from spherical symmetry. We refer to the book chapter [5] for a comprehensive treatment of the
subject. Here we only wish to recall that, at present, the best result of this type is (see [6, Main
Theorem])

(13) Q1% A(Q) — [BI¥ A(B) = CAQ)?,
where C' = C(N) > 0 and A is the so-called Fraenkel asymmetry, defined by

A(Q) = mf{m@f' . Bis a ball with |B| = |Q}.

The symbol QAB stands for the symmetric difference of the relevant sets.

Observe that the quantitative Faber-Krahn inequality (1.3) gives an L! control on how far  is
from being a ball, in terms of how far Q is from attaining equality in (1.1). Moreover, we recall
that (1.3) is sharp, in the sense that the exponent 2 on the asymmetry can not be lowered.
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1.2. The fractional case. The main goal of this work is to investigate the same kind of question
for the fractional Laplacian of order s, where 0 < s < 1. This operator, which eventually became
quite popular in the last years, is defined by

u(x) — u(y)
—A)*u(z) = lim —2r
(=A)*u(z) = N0 Jrm B (@) |z — y|N+2s Y

The usual Laplacian operator is (formally) recovered in the limit as s * 1, up to a suitable rescaling.
For our purposes, it is important to remark that such a linear operator has a variational nature.
Indeed, it arises as the first variation of the nonlocal quadratic functional

s [u]2 . u(y)|? drd
WoRERD T gn cmn |$_ ‘NH‘S v

Remark 1.1 (Limiting cases). It is noteworthy to recall that the nonlocal norm [-]%Vsyg(RN)

an interpolative nature, i.e. it can be thought as a real interpolation with parameter s of the two

quantities
/|u|2dx and /|Vu|2dx.

Then it is natural to expect that

[U]%/VS,Z(RN ~ = /|u|2dﬂc for s \( 0,

has

and
[ulfye 2@y ~ /\Vu|2dx,, for s /1.
This can be made rigourous, see [29] for the first result and [4] for the second one.

The first eigenvalue of the fractional Dirichlet-Laplacian of order s on §2 is defined as the smallest
real number A such that the following boundary value problem

(=A)u = Au, inQ,
u = 0, in RV \ Q,

admits a nontrivial solution u € DS’2 (©). In analogy with the local case, this space is defined as the
completion of C§°(§2) with respect to the norm [- Jyys2@r~). We will indicate the first eigenvalue by
As(€2), while a nontrivial solution u will be called a first eigenfunction for Q.

Observe that the operator (—A)® is nonlocal in nature. Accordingly, the boundary values are
prescribed in a nonlocal sense, as well.

It is not difficult to see that the first eigenvalue has the following variational characterization

M@ = min [y 5l =1}
ueD2(Q)

Then, as in the case of the Laplacian previously discussed, one can use symmetrization techniques
and prove the following fractional Faber-Krahn inequality (see for example [7, Theorem 3.5])

(1.4) Q1% As(Q) > [BIF A(B),

where B is any N—dimensional ball. The proof is the same as in the local case, but in place of
(1.2) one has to use the nonlocal Pélya-Szegd principle

(1.5) [u]%/Vs,Z(]RN) > [U*]%Vs,z(]RN),
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proved in [1, Theorem 9.2]. Moreover by using the characterization of equality cases in (1.5) (see
[16, Theorem A.1]), one can also characterize balls as the unique sets giving the equality sign in
(1.4).

Remark 1.2 (Other proofs). As in the case of the Laplacian, for (—A)?® it is possible to adopt
a probabilistic point of view, as well. Accordingly, it is possible to give a proof of the fractional
Faber-Krahn inequality by using probabilistic techniques, see [2, Theorem 5|. In a PDEs-friendly
language, the proof of [2] is based on the following idea: if one considers the solution ug to the
following nonlocal diffusion problem

—(=A)u = wu, inQx(0,400),
u = 0, in(RY\Q)x][0,+00),
w(0,9) = 1, inQ,

one can prove that
(1.6) uq(z,t) <wup,(0,1), for ¢ > 0.

As before, Bq is the ball centered at the origin, such that || = |Bgq|. By using this pointwise
bound and the long-time behavior

uq(x,t) ~ Ce At for t — +o0,

we get the Faber-Krahn inequality by taking the logarithm on both sides of (1.6) and passing to
the limit as ¢ goes to +oo.

We also wish to mention the alternative proof of [33, Theorem 6.1], which is quite close in spirit
to that of [2].

The question we want to address in this paper is the following one: is it possible to add a
remainder term in (1.4), in such a way that the deficit

Q1% A\(Q) — |B|F A\(B),

controls the lack of spherical symmetry of Q2

1.3. Main result. We give a positive answer to this question. Actually, at the same price, we can
treat a more general family of Faber-Krahn inequalities. In order to present our main result, let us
introduce some further notation.
For N >2and 0 < s < 1, we set
28 = 2N .
N —2s
Then for every 1 < g < 2%, we consider the sharp Poincaré-Sobolev constant

= i 2 . —
Mo = min{(ufiyear, e =1}

The particular case ¢ = 2 coincides with the first eigenvalue of (—A)® defined above. For g # 2,
any solution of the variational problem above solves the following semilinear problem

(=A)u = )\Syq(Q)|u|q’2u, in Q,
u = 0, in RV \ Q.

By using (1.5), one immediately gets a Faber-Krahn inequality for this quantity, i.e.
Q15 H A (@) 2 Bl TR A (B,

The main result of this paper is the following one.
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Theorem 1.3. Let N > 2, 0<s <1 and1 < q < 2% For every Q C RY open set with finite
measure, we have

2 _ 2s 2 _ 2s g 3
15 A0 (0) = [BIE 15 0 (B) 2 7 A,

for an explicit constant o1 = o1(N, s,q) > 0, which is uniform as s /1.

Remark 1.4 (Limit cases). By keeping in mind Remark 1.1, it is natural to expect that for s /1

c .
Ag(Q),  where A\ y(Q) = min {||vu|\%2(m ull pogoy :1},

As,q() ~
() l—s u€DY ()

and thus Theorem 1.3 should give a quantitative Faber-Krahn inequality for the local case, in the
limit.

This is actually the case. More precisely, if we keep ¢ fixed and let s go to 1 in Theorem 1.3, by
using the controlled behavior of the constant o7 and Lemma A.1 in the Appendix, we end up with
the quantitative Faber-Krahn inequality for the Laplacian

(1.7) Q15 7R A (Q) — |Bli TR A (B) > CAQ)°

The latter has been already proved by the first author and De Philippis in [5, Theorem 2.10], by
adapting the idea of Hansen and Nadirashvili contained in [22].
On the other hand, if we keep 0 < s < 1 fixed and let ¢ go to 2%, by Lemma A.3 we get

tim (1920575 2,0(@) — [BIFT 8 A, (B)) =0,
q.2%

which shows that

lim o1 = 0.
2%

Apart for the case ¢ = 2, also the case ¢ = 1 deserves to be singled out. In analogy with the
local case, we call the quantity

2
1
T:(Q) := = max (/udm) :u25,2 =1,
( ) As,l(Q) uEDS’z(Q){ Q| | [ ]W (]RN)
fractional torsional rigidity of order s of ). It is not difficult to see that
T(Q2) = / we o dz,
Q

where ws o is called s—torsion function of 2 and is the unique solution to the boundary value
problem

(=A)u = 1, inQ,
u = 0, inRVN\Q.
We refer to [17] for a detailed study of some interesting features of this function. As a straightforward
consequence of Theorem 1.3, we obtain the following

Corollary 1.5. Let N > 2 and 0 < s < 1. For every Q C RN open set with finite measure, we

h(“)@ ( ) ( )
N+2s N+2s >02 1 — A&Z "y

for an explicit constant o9 = o2(N, s) > 0, which is uniform as s 7 1.
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1.4. Strategy of the proof. For ease of presentation, we now stick to the case ¢ = 2. The first
naive idea would be to try and insert quantitative elements in the nonlocal Pélya-Szegd principle
(1.5). Already in the local case, this idea is quite complicate to implement and proofs exploiting
this route usually produce stability estimates with non-sharp exponents on the Fraenkel asymmetry
(see for example [19, 31, 34]). At present, the best estimate obtained in this way is

(1.8) Q% A(Q) — |B|¥ \(B) > CAQ)?,

which is the result of [5, Theorem 2.10] already mentioned in Remark 1.4.

In addition to this, this approach is even more complicate in the nonlocal case, due to the absence
of a true Coarea Formula for nonlocal integrals. Indeed, the proof of (1.5) is based on the Riesz’s
rearrangement inequality, whose identification of equality cases is quite subtle (see [11]).

Thus, the first step is to give another proof of the Faber-Krahn inequality, which circumvents the
nonlocality of the problem. This is done by adding one extra variable z and considering a suitable
extension problem in the upper half-space {(z,z) € RN x R : z > 0}. Since the appearing of the
paper [12], this procedure has become standard in the field.

In the context of stability estimates for nonlocal energies, this idea has been previously employed
by Fusco, Millot and Morini in their paper [21]. In the latter, the authors proved a quantitative
stability estimate for the fractional isoperimetric inequality of order s, i.e.

QI F P(Q) = BT Py(B),
where B is a ball and P, stands for the s—perimeter of a set, defined by

1
_ 2 _ _
B = [19}” PERN) 2 //QX(RN\Q) lx —y|NFs da .

In order to give a better understanding of our strategy, we give a sketch of the proof of the fractional
Faber-Krahn inequality by using this extension procedure. We refer to Section 3 for more details.
Given a first eigenfunction u for Q with unit L? norm, we know that

(1.9) As(Q) = [ulfyeo@ry = C // 2725 |\ VU | dw dz,
RN xR

where U is the unique solution of the following variational problem

min{// 21725 |\ VV|?dedz : V =uon {z:O}},
RNXR+

and C' > 0 is a universal constant. By making a slight abuse of notation and indicating by U* the
Schwarz symmetrization of U with respect to the variable z, we have as in [21]

(1.10) // A28\ VU P dedz > // 2725\ VLU de dz,
RNXR+ ]RNX]R+

and

(1.11) // 27290, U2 de dz > // 2172510,U%)? da dz.
RN xRy RN xR

Moreover, U* coincides with u* on the boundary {z = 0}. Thus we get

// 21725 |\VU*|* dx dz > min // 725\ WV 2dedz - V =u* on {z =0},
RN xRy RN xRy
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so that
(1.12) C // A2\ VU P dodz > [u*]%V.S,Z(RN).
RN xRy

By observing that u* is admissible for the variational problem which defines A;(Bgq), we can now
get the fractional Faber-Krahn inequality by combining (1.9), (1.10), (1.11) and (1.12).

In order to prove the quantitative statement of Theorem 1.3, the idea is now to insert quantitative
elements in the proof of (1.10). We will follow the ideas of Hansen and Nadirashvili, from their
above mentioned paper [22]. By using the Coarea Formula and the sharp quantitative isoperimetric
inequality (see [20]), we can proceed as in the local case of [5, Theorem 2.10]. This leads to a
quantitative enhancement of the form

(@)~ Au(Ba) = /

—+o00
21728 ( A(Em)th) dz,
Ry 0
where E; . = {z € RN : U(x,z) > t} are the “horizontal” level sets of the extension U. There is
now a twofold difficulty: at first, we have to relate the asymmetry of this “artificial” level sets to
those of the first eigenfuction u, i.e. Q = {z € @ : u(x) > t}. In other words, we wish to prove
something of the type

A(E;2) ~ A(Sh), fort<1and z < 1.

Secondly, we need to relate all these asymmetries to that of €2, i.e. the zero level set of u. On the
other hand, in this process particular attention should be put in avoiding the zero level set of the
extension U: indeed, by the minimum principle this would coincide with the whole RY and the
information on the propagation of the asymmetry would be completely lost.

Remark 1.6 (Sharpness). We do not expect our estimate to be sharp. Indeed, it is natural to
conjecture that Theorem 1.3 should hold with A(€)? in place of A(£2)3/.

We point out that, already in the local case s = 1, the sharp quantitative Faber-Krahn inequality
of [6] comes with an unknown stability constant. Indeed, the method of proof is based on the so-
called selection principle and is not constructive.

At present, for s = 1 the best result with an explicit constant is (1.8), where the Fraenkel
asymmetry has an exponent 3. Then our result can be seen as the natural fractional counterpart
of this last result.

1.5. Plan of the paper. In Section 2 we settle all the definitions and the machinery needed in the
sequel of the paper. In particular, we introduce the extension problem to the half-space RV x R_.
We show in Section 3 how to exploit this extension problem in order to prove the fractional Faber-
Krahn inequality.

We then pass to consider the stability issue: at this aim, we need some technical results about
the propagation of asymmetry from the set {2 to the “horizontal” level sets of the solution of the
extension problem. This is the content of Section 4.

We eventually prove our main result Theorem 1.3 in Section 5. Then in Section 6 we briefly
show how it is possible to improve our stability exponent 3/s with the same method, provided the
sets considered are smoother (Theorem 6.3).

The paper ends with two appendices, aimed at proving some technical results.
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2. PRELIMINARIES

2.1. Fractional Sobolev spaces. Let 0 < s < 1, for a measurable function u : RY — R we define

1
[ 5,2 N = // ( )‘Qd dy i
e RN xRN \5’3 - Z/|N+23

Accordingly, we consider the Sobolev-Slobodeckii space
Wo2(RN) = {ue LARY) ¢ [u]yyeaggny < +oo}.
It is a classical fact that
WeARY) = 1) = {Fe S®Y) s [ 416 IFle)Pds < 4o}

with the usual notation )
~ _ —i&x
()0(§> - (271_)]\[/2 /]RN g@(.ﬁ)@ d.’I},

for the Fourier transform.
For N > 2, by the fractional Sobolev inequality we have the continuous inclusion

we2(RY) ¢ L% (RV),
thus, by duality, we get the following continuous inclusion for the topological dual spaces
(21) LEVRY) ¢ (WH2(R))" = H*(RY).
For any open set Q@ C RY, we define the homogeneous Sobolev-Slobodeckii space DS’Q(Q) as the
completion of C§°(§2) with respect to the norm
U — [U]Ws,2(RN).

Observe that the latter is indeed a norm on C§°(£2).

For N > 2, by the fractional Sobolev inequality we have that DS’Q(Q) is always a functional
space, such that

Dy (Q)  DF*(RY) € L% (RY),

with continuous inclusions.

Lemma 2.1. Let N >2,0<s<1and 1 <q <2 Foreveryl C RY open bounded set, we have
Aeg(Q) = inf . : Idr =1 > 0.
@ = _int Al ¢ [ o =1}

Moreover, the infimum above is attained by a function ug € D5 (Q) N L>®(Q) N CP(Q) with 0 <
B < min{2s,1} and such that ug > 0 in .

Proof. The compactness of the embedding D5 (Q) < L9(Q) (see for example [7, Corollary 2.8])
entails that s ,4(€2) > 0 and that there exists a minimizer ug € Dg(2). The fact that we can
choose ug to be non-negative follows from the fact that

lullwse@y) < [ulwez@ny)-
Such a minimizer is a non-negative weak solution of

(—A)*u = g () u?™t, in Q.
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By using [23, Theorem 3.2], we have that u € L>°(§2). The claimed continuity of u then follows
from [8, Theorem 1.4], for example. Finally, we have ug > 0 in Q by the minimum principle. O

The next simple result will be useful.

1 1
O§T<N(—>.
p 2

Then we have the continuous inclusion
LPRY)N LA*RYN) c H™(RY).
More precisely, for every u € LP(RN) N L2(RY), we have

Lemma 2.2. Let 1 <p <2 and

2p

e ([ e Eera) <o () T ()

for a constant C = C(N,7,p) > 0, which blows-up as 7 /* N (2 —p)/(2p).

Proof. The assumption u € LP(RN) N L2(RN) entails that & € L2(RN) N L? (RY). Moreover, we
have
@l Lo (mrvy < Cn,p llull Lo ge) and 6ll L2y = llull L2 @)y

Hence, by fixing A > 0 we obtain

12 1/2 1/2
( / 5|‘276<5>|2ds> < ( / |§|—27|a<5>|2d5> + ( / |£—27|a(£)2d5>
RN {1€]<A} {1€]1>X}

7

’ 2p
,.,_2/717 i~
< [l Lo vy (/{5 " &) 2 df) + A7 [[ul L2y
<

17/7_2_7— —T
<O Y lull Lo mny + A7 [Jull L2 vy

-2 1 1
NE—Z ;o N(=-Z)-r>0,
2p p 2

then by taking the minimum over A > 0, we get the desired conclusion (2.2). O

Observe that

2.2. The extension problem. We set Rf*l := RN xR, and denote by (z, 2) the points in Rf“,
ie. z € RN and z > 0. We now define the Sobolev space that will be exploited for our purposes.

Definition 2.3. Let N > 2 and 0 < s < 1. We define the weighted Sobolev space Hl’s(Rf“) as
HES(RYH) = {U RV SR U2 € L2RY ) and VU] 2 € LZ(M“)}.

We endow such a space with the norm

— 1-2s 2 2
”UHHl,s(RfH) = (//Rf‘“ z (‘U| +|VU] ) dx dz)

We need to consider traces of functions in the previous space. The following result is a trace
theorem for H*(RY*!). Recall that IRV = {(2,2) : 2 =0} ~ RV,

2
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Lemma 2.4 (Trace space). Let N > 2 and 0 < s < 1. There ezists a linear and continuous trace
operator

trace : H*(RY ) — W2(RN),

which is surjective. Moreover, the closed subspace
Hy*(RYT) = {U e HY(RYTY) ¢ trace(U) = O},

coincides with the closure of C§° (Ri\_]"'l) in Hl’s(Rf'H).

Proof. By using [27, Section 5], we know that there exists a linear, continuous and surjective
operator

trace : H*(RY ) — W2(RN),

where

+o0 2
Wj’Q(RN):{ueLQ (RY) Z/RN/ (= ”f‘jzs u() dgdx<+oo}.

By using Proposition B.1, we get for every u € C§°(RY)

L T Ju(e + 0e;) — u(@)?
¢ [hvezay < Z/RN/ EEE dedz < Cluliy.g)-

By density, this in turn implies that Wg*2 (RN) = W*2(RN).
The proof of the second statement can be done as in [3, Theorem 5.1, point iii)], which deals
with the case s = 1/2. We leave the details to the reader. ]

We now set

-1

ﬂN s 1
(2.3) Py(z) = P P where By = PRI EE Ty dx ,

(14 Jaf2) 5 B (14 |2[2) 5
and for every z > 0, we consider the rescaled function
1 T 228
P.(z)= — P (7) = B )
(@) AN B, (22 + [2]2)

Remark 2.5 (The Fourier side of P;). We observe that P; € L'(RV)NL>(RY) for every 0 < s < 1
and that

a=1, if s >1/2,

x P € L*(RY) N L=®(RY), where N
_— i <1/2.
>N+25—1’ if0<s<1/2

In particular, by using Lemma 2.2 and the properties of the Fourier transform, we get

(2.4) / €2 N =25 | Py(€)[? dE < +o0, for0<s<1,
]RN
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and"
(2.5) / |2~V =2 (WP (€)2 dE = / |27 N=25 |2 Py |? d¢ < 400, for 0 <s<1.
RN RN

We recall that, as established in [12], P, is the Poisson kernel for the Dirichlet problem (2.7)
below. Indeed, for any given ¢ € W*2(RY), let us denote by U, the function on Rf *1 defined by

(2.6) U,(z,2) = P, % p(z) :/ 1

Yy
[P (4) e@—ndy, (@) e RYH

Then, U, is a solution to the following boundary value problem

2.7) —div(z!1725VU,) = 0 inRN xRy,
’ Up(1,0) = ¢ inRN.
As such, it verifies the following weak formulation
(2.8) //N 2 725VU, - Vodrdz =0, for every ¢ € Cg°(RY ).
RY T

In what follows, with a slight abuse of notation we will denote by ﬁ@ the partial Fourier transform,
taken with respect to the x—variable.

Proposition 2.6. Let N > 2 and 0 < s < 1. For every
p € WH(RN) N LEi-) (RY),

the following variational problem

(2.9) Ue?—tﬂi(%f“) {//}R$+1 725 |\VU 2 dr dz : trace(U) = gp} ,
admits a unique solution, which coincides with U, given in (2.6). Moreover, we have
(2.10) [Pz ey = Vs //RN+1 A28 902 e de,

+
and
(2.11) 1Up(+2) = l3a@ry < (B [Penan)) 225 Jorace. 2>0.

Here BN s is the constant in (2.3) and yn.s is a positive constant whose precise value is given in
Remark 2.7.

Proof. We first observe that by surjectivity of the trace map given in Lemma 2.4, the class of
admissible functions in (2.9) is not empty. We need to show that U, is in the relevant Sobolev
space, i.e.

(2.12) // 21725 (U + |VU,|?) dxdz < +oc.
]RN+1
T
For 0 < s < 1/2, we use Lemma 2.2 with p = a given above. We observe that in this case
2—a  N+2s—-2 N
N > = < ——,
2« 2 N+s—1

which is feasible, by recalling the limitation on a.
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In order to prove this, one can argue as in the proof in [12] and use the partial Fourier transform.
Indeed, by (2.6) we have U, (&, 2) = @(§) Pi(2€) and P is a radial function, i.e.

Pi(z€) = v(z[¢]),

for a suitable function v. The key point is that
+oo
J () = / 272 (o) + |0'?) dz < +oc.
0
Indeed, by using spherical coordinates and the radial symmetry of 131, we have
+o00 +oo
/ 21—23 (|U|2+|’l}/|2) dZ:/ ZQ—N—Qs (‘1}|2+|1}I|2) ZN—I dz
0 0
“+o0
:f / ZQ—N—QS (|’U|2—|—|UI|2) ZN—l dZdHN_l
sv-1.Jo

1 = ~
= o LI (PP + IVROFR)

which is finite, thanks to (2.4) and (2.5). By using Plancherel’s identity, we get

//Rf“ 2172 |U(‘0|2 dxdz = //Rf“ Z172s |ﬁ¢(§)|2d§dz
+oo
-/ ( [ |§|>|2dz) () de
RN 0

“+oo
-/ ( / t”slv(t)Ith> P 15() 2 de
RN 0

<T0 [ PR ds

The last integral is finite, thanks to the fact that ¢ € LZi-¢)"(RY) and recalling (2.1).

With a similar computation, one can show that z!72%|VU,|? € L*(RY ™) (see [12, Section 3.2]).
This concludes the proof of (2.12).

We now show that U, is a minimizer of our variational problem. Uniqueness then will follows
from strict convexity of the functional. By convexity of the functional, for any admissible function
V' we have

[Pz [ e vO a2 [ SN0, 90 -0, de e

By using that U, —V € Hé’S(RfH) and the density of C’g"(RfH) in Hé’S(RfH), from (2.8) we
get

// . A725VvU,-V(V - U,)dzdz =0,
RYH

which implies the minimality of U,.

For equality (2.10), we refer to [13, Theorem 3.1 & Remark 3.11], where the precise value of the
constant v s is given (we recall it in Remark 2.7 below).
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Finally, in order to prove (2.11), we observe that

o(y)? /
5 2(N —d dy =
#liv ®Y) //]RNXRN |z —y|N+2s V= RN

which follows with a simple change of variable. By using Minkowski’s and Hoélder’s inequalities, we
have

10(2) = elsamy = | [P0 ot =) = ol

2 dh

e(-+h) — ()
2@y 1IN

|h|*

L2(RN)

< / P.(w) (- — ) — ()l 2y dy
]RN
el —y) —¢()

TN }
< / p TN </ P.(y)* |Z/N+28dy>
RN |yl L2(RN) lyl RN
1
3
= [@]Ws,z(RN) (/RN 22N Pl (;) |y|N+25dy>

We now observe that

1

1
1 y 2 s 2 s s z s
(e ) o ([ ) <

thus we get the conclusion. O

Remark 2.7. The constant Sy s (see e.g. [21]) is given explicitly by

r (N + 23)
- 2

L(s) 7

ﬁN,s =T

and therefore:
e [n, s is uniformly bounded for s  1;
o By~ s, as s\, 0.
The value of the constant vy s can be found in [13, Remark 3.11], and is given by

24,
YN,s = CN,S7

where

T (N+2s>
2 T
CN’S:’IT_% 22sﬁs(l—s) and alS:22S_1i
-5

Hence, in particular, we have that:

® 7n,s is uniformly bounded as s 7 1;

o YN~ s % as s\, 0.
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3. THE FRACTIONAL FABER-KRAHN INEQUALITY BY EXTENSION

As explained in the Introduction, we want to give a proof of the fractional Faber-Krahn inequality
As,q(2) > X 4(B), where B is any ball such that |B| = |,

by using symmetrization techniques in Rf 1 The proof of Theorem 1.3 will be based on introducing
quantitative elements in this proof.

The following expedient result will be useful. It asserts that in order to prove the fractional
Faber-Krahn inequality (and its quantative version) for sets with finite measure, we can reduce to
consider bounded sets. The proof is quite easy, we leave it to the reader.

Lemma 3.1 (Reduction to bounded sets). Let 0 < s < 1 and 1 < q < 2%. For every open set
Q C RN with finite measure and every R > 0, we define
Qr=0nN BR(O)

Then we have

Rl_lffoo )‘s’q(QR) = Xs,4(Q),

and
lim A(Qgr) = A(Q).

R—+4oc0

As in [21], we define in Rf 1 the partial Schwarz symmetrization U* of a nonnegative function
U e Hl’S(RfH). By construction, the function U* is obtained by taking for almost every z > 0,
the N—dimensional Schwarz symmetrization of

z = Uz, 2).

More precisely: for almost every fixed z > 0, the function U*(-,2) is defined to be the unique
radially symmetric decreasing function on RY such that for all ¢ > 0

Hz e RN : U*(z,2) > t}| = {z € RN : U(x,2) > t}].

Proposition 3.2. Let N > 2 and 0 < s < 1. Let ¢ € W2(RN) 0 LEi-2)(RY) be a nonnegative
function. By taking U, € H*(RY 1Y) to be the minimizer of (2.9), we have that

U; c Hl’s(Rf+1),
and the following Polya-Szegd inequality holds

. z rdz < z Tdz.
(3.1) // 12 VUL dad // 1725 \VU, |2 dx d
]RN+1 ]RN+1
+ +

Moreover, we have

*

trace(U,,) = ¢

In particular, we get
(32) e [[ 7 VUL P dods > (o e
+

Proof. For the first statement, we follow the ideas contained in [21, Lemma 2.6]. First, it is easy

to see that
// Z172¢ |U:,|2 dedz = // 2729 \U, 12 dx dz,
Rf“ Rf-%—l
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since U, (-, z) and U:j,(~7 z) are equi-measurable. Moreover, by the classical Pélya-Szeg6 inequality
for the Schwarz symmetrization of z +— U(z, z) in RY for a.e. z > 0 fixed, one has also

// 2172 \VxU;F drdz < // 21725\, Uy | dx dz.
Rij+1 Rf+1

We only have to prove that

1-2s * |2 1-2s 2
(3.3) //RNH z |0.U3|" dedz < //RN“ z |0.U,|" da dz.
+ +

Since our space Hl’s(Rf *1) is contained in the functional space used in [21], then the result for
0 < s < 1/2 follows immediately from [21, Lemma 2.6].

For the case 1/2 < s < 1 some care is needed, due to the singularity of our weight. In this case,
we define the regularized weight

ps(z):(52+22)%, >0, z€eR,
and set (. 2) ;

- B Uy(z, 2), or z >0,

Up(2,2) = { Uy, —2), for z < 0.

By construction, we have

ﬂ' 1“WUPM>/1 0.0, dz = ﬂi 2) 10,0, 2 d=.
N+1 N+1

We can now reproduce step by step the proof of [21, Lemma 2.6]. This is based on an iterative use
of Steiner symmetrizations in the x—space, in conjuction with the weighted Pdélya-Szegé inequality

of [10, Theorem 1]. This shows that
dxdz<// |6U |2 dz.
RN+1

//R . pe(2)

It is only left to observe that ((7 )* is still even in the z—variable, thus we obtain

ﬂ; 1%wU\w>/’ 2) .U d.
Ry

By taking the limit as € goes to 0 and using Fatou’s Lemma, we get (3.3).
Once we obtained that U is in the relevant Sobolev space, the fact that

trace (U;) € W* Z(RN),

9.(U,)*

follows from Lemma 2.4.
In order to identify the trace of U}, we use the estimate (2.11) and the fact that the Schwarz
symmetrization is non-expansive in L2 (RM) (see [25, Theorem 3.5]). This entails

||U;('7Z) - SO*HL2(RN) <|Uu(:,2) = ‘PHLz(]RN) < Bn,s e ]Wsﬂ(]RN) 2, for z >0,
which shows that
Ug(2) = ¢"  in L*(RY), as z — 0%,
This permits to conclude that trace(Uj) = ¢*.
Finally, let us prove (3.2). We take U,- € H*(RY ™) to be the minimizer of (2.9) with boundary
datum ¢*. It is now sufficient to use the minimality of U,- and the fact that

trace(Uy,) = trace(Uy+) = ¢,
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// 21728 |VU;,|2 dx dz > // 21725 | VU
R$+1 R$+1

By recalling (2.10), we eventually get the conclusion. |

to get that
2 dz dz.

Theorem 3.3 (Faber-Krahn inequality). Let N >2,0<s < 1 and 1 < q < 2%. For every Q C RN
open set with finite measure, we have
2_q42s 2_q 2s
|2 N As,q(§2) > |Bls N As,q(B),
where B C RN is any N —dimensional ball.

Proof. By Lemma 3.1, it is enough to prove the result under the further assumption that € is
bounded. By scale invariance of the Faber-Krahn inequality, we can assume without loss of gener-
ality that Q| = 1. We now take uq € D3*(€) positive such that

[uallza@) =1 and [U'Q]%/VS’Q(RN) = A5 ,q(2).
For ease of notation, we denote by Uq the extension of ug, obtained by the convolution in (2.6).
Observe that for an open bounded set Q C RY, we have
D5 () € W (RN) N L)' (RY),
thus by Proposition 2.6, we know that Ug € Hl’S(RfH). Moreover, recalling (2.10) and using the
generalized Pdlya-Szegd principle (3.1), we get
(3.4)

As,q(Q2) = [UQ]?/Vs,z(RN) = TN,s //]RN“ 2172 VU dadz > VN, s //RN“ 2172\ VUG da dz.
+ +

By further using (3.2), we get
Xs,g(Q) > [ug) Ty z @y

Since u* € W#2(RY) and ug;, = 0 almost everywhere in RY \ Bg, by [9, Proposition B.1] we get that
ut, € Dy*(Bg). We recall that By denotes the ball centered at the origin and such that |Bg| = |€).

Moreover, by construction,

|ug e (Bo) = lluallLe@) = 1.
Thus we get
Xs,a(Q) = [ug)fye2(mny = As.q(Ba),

as desired. |

4. ESTIMATES ON LEVEL SETS

4.1. An expedient estimate. The following technical result will be useful in order to transfer
the asymmetry from a set to another. This is a generalization of [5, Lemma 2.8].

Lemma 4.1 (Transfer of asymmetry). Let Q, E C RN be two measurable sets with finite measure,
such that

QAE
| o] ‘S’YA(Q),

for some 0 <y < 1/2. Then
1—2~
Cy

—_

i IENQ =0,

AlE) 2 1424, if[E\Q|>0.

A(Q), where ¢, = {
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Proof. We can suppose that A(£2) > 0, otherwise there is nothing to prove. We take a ball B such
that |B| = |E| and
|EAB]
A(E) = ;
|E|
and call B’ the ball concentric with B, such that |B’| = |Q|. We recall that

[QAE] = 1o = 1&]L1 @),

thus by using the triangle inequality, we get
EAB Q QAB’ B'AB QAFE
A(E):I |>||(| | | |>
|E| [E[ \ 1€ € 1€

] L 0AE|
Z|m(Am)2 MI>

)
> 151 (1 -2 A@).

Observe that in the second inequality we used that

|B'AB| =

9] - |Bl| < [QAE],

while in the third one we used the hypothesis. In order to conclude, we only need to bound from
below the ratio |Q|/|E|. If |E\ 2| = 0, then we get
2 _ €

Laipe > 1.
Bl [E\NQ[+[ENQ] —

If |[E\ ©] > 0, we observe that
[ I
[E]  |[E\Q+|QNE| ™ |QAE|+ |9 — 14+~vAQ)

By recalling that the Fraenkel asymmetry is always smaller than 2, we get the desired conclusion. [

4.2. Closeness of level sets. For an open bounded set Q C RY such that A(2) > 0, throughout
this section we fix ug to be the optimal function for A, ,(€2) defined in Lemma 2.1. As in the
previous section, we set

Uq(z,z) = P, x ug(x), (z,2) € R

Then we define
(4.1) T :=sup {t >0: {z e : ug(z) >t} > |9 (1 - ;A(Q)) } .
Observe that T > 0, since the function
t— [{x € uglz) >t}
is non-increasing right-continuous and
{z € Q ¢ up(z) > 0}] = |0

Moreover, still thanks to the right-continuity, it is easy to see that

(4.2) Hz e : ugle)> T} < |9 (1—;,4(9)).
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Lemma 4.2. We fit T > 0 as in (4.1) and a > 0, then

1
s

T T
for every — <t < §T and for every 0 < z < ,
4 8 8 V O‘BN,S As,q(Q)
we have
T N 1
’ xeQ: uQ(z)>§ \ {z eRY : UQ(I,Z)>t}’SE7
and
N T 1
{z eRY : Ug(z,2) >t} \{z € : UQ(.’E)>§ Sa.
Proof. By (2.11), we have
Ul z) — uQ||2L2(RN) < BNs Asq() 225, for a.e. 2> 0,
where we also used the minimality of ug. Then by using Markov-Chebychev’s inequality, we get
for z >0
1
(4.3) {z e RN : |Uq(z,2) — ua(x)| > /Brn.s Xsg(Q) a2} < =

We now take ¢t and z as in the statement, then for every x such that uq(x) > T/2 and Uq(x, 2) < t,

we have
T

T
UQ(I) - UQ(J?,Z) > 5 —t2> g > /BN,S )\s,q(Q)azs7

that is
T N
( reN: UQ($)>§ \{zeRY: ng(:ﬂ,z)>t})
C {x eRY : |Uqg(x,2) —uq(x)] > 1/Bn.s )\qu(Q)azS} .
By using (4.3), we get
T N 1
xeQ: UQ(I)>§ \ {z eRY : Uq(z,2) >t} Sa,

as desired. The second estimate is proved in a similar way, we leave the details to the reader. [

Proposition 4.3. We fit T > 0 as in (4.1), then

st e rocss (VARE L)
we have
(4.4) [ {z € RY : Ua(w,2) > t}| - Jl| < % QI A(9),
and
(4.5) A({z €RY : Un(z,2) > 1)) > %A(Q).
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Proof. For ease of notation, we set
O ={z € : ug(z) >1t},

and

A [ T>i

T 3
Ei.={zeRN : Ug(x,2) >t}, fortG[,T} and z € |0,
ot ez =t} 4'8 24/Br s Aag(©)

By definition (4.1) of the level T, we have that

o o \| 3|T/2| < Lo
We now observe that by using (4.6) and Lemma 4.2 with the choice
_ 9
ST A
we get
|Et,zAQ‘ _ |Q\Et,z| + ‘Et,z \ Q'
jol €] 1€
< 1\ Qrpa| Q70 \ Bra| | |Bra \ Qs
Y 1€ 1€
Q\Q 2 1 1
< A

Finally, by triangle inequality we have
Q] = |E . AQ| < |Ey | < Q| + | By - AQ,

thus by joining the last two estimates we get (4.4).
We can now apply Lemma 4.1 with v = 1/3, so to obtain

2
1-2
A(E,2) > —3 AQ) = - AQ)
1 —
+ 3
This concludes the proof. O

4.3. A remainder term. We now introduce some quantitative elements in the proof of the Faber-
Krahn inequality presented in Theorem 3.3. With this aim, we need to recall the sharp quantitative
isoperimetric inequality

(4.7) Q% P(Q) - |BI'F P(B) > 65 AQ)?,

proved in [20, Theorem 1.1] (see also [15, Theorem 4.3]). Here P denotes the distributional perimeter
of a set. A possible explicit value for the constant Oy is computed in [18, equation (1.12)]. In our
notation, this reads
3
o)
_ /N

On =wn “gmzNis
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Proposition 4.4 (An enhanced Pélya-Szegé—type estimate). Let 0 < s < 1 and let @ C RY be an
open bounded set. Fort >0 and z > 0, we set

E, .= {x eRV . Ug(zx, z) > t} and e (t) = | Ey 2.
Then for every ball B C RY such that |B| = |Q|, we have

N-—1 2
e 1-2s e 2 (,uz(t) " )
As,q(2) = X5 4(B) > C4 / z A(E, ) ~————dt | dz,
0 0 —p(t)

where the constant C1 = C1(N,s) > 0 is given by
(4.8) ¢y =2NwN Onn. >0,
and YN is the same as in (2.10).

Proof. We introduce some quantitative informations into the generalized Pdlya-Szeg6 principle used
n (3.4). We have seen that
(4.9)

As,q(Q) = [UQ}[Q/VS,z(RN) = N,s //]RN+1 21_25 ‘VIUQF drdz + IN,s _//RN+1 21_28 ‘8ZUQ|2 drdz.
+ +

For the z—derivative, we already observed that

// 21729 10,Uq|* dadz > // 21725 10,047 dadz.
Rf+1 Rf+1

For the x—derivative, we proceed as in the local case: by using the coarea formula, this can be

written as
// 725 |V, Ug|? de dz
RYT!

+oo +o0 N-1
- / A% / / 9, U2 o) 1) g
0 0 {z€RN :Ugq (z,z)=t} |VIUQ|

>/+oo L1-2s /+Oo P(E;.)? dt | dz
~Jo 0 / dHN ()

{z€RN : Ugq (z,z)=t} |szQ|

(4.10)

where P(E, ) denotes the perimeter of the set F; ., and we have used Jensen’s inequality. Following
the same computation as in [5, Lemma 2.9], defining

E;Z ={z e RY Us(x, z) > t},
and using the quantitative isoperimetric inequality (4.7), one can prove that

N—1
P(E;.)? > P(E;,)? +2Nwy N On pa ()25 A(E, )2
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Thus we obtain

“+o0 +oo P(E* 2
// 21725 |vaQ|2 dx dz > / 21725 / ( t,z) dt ) dz
!
RYH 0 0 — s (t)
N—1

2
+oo +oo (p.(t) ™ A(Et,z)2
+2NW}V/N@N/ A2 / ( u)’(t) dt | de.
0 0 Mz

Observe that in the right-hand side, we also used the fact that
dHN~1(z)

(4.11) SACEN @)

{z€RN : Uq(z,z)=t} |VCDUQ|

We remark that one has equality in (4.10) for a radial function, since the modulus of the gradient
is constant on each level set. Moreover, the isoperimetric inequality is obviously an equality in the
case of balls. Finally, for the symmetrized function Ug, one has the equality also in (4.11) (see
Proposition 2.4 in [21]).

By using these facts, we can conclude that

+o00 +oo p(E* )2
/ -2 / PEL) ) g - // 21725 |V, U do de.
. o L)

Moreover, we have seen in the proof of Theorem 3.3 that
YN, // A2\ VUL dedz > N 4(B).
RY*
Hence, coming back to (4.9), we have

As.q() = N5 // 728 |V, U |? da dz + VN, // 2172 |(‘3ZUQ|2 dx dz
Rf+1 Rf+1

oo (uz(t)¥)2 A(E,.)?

+oo
> A g(B) + 298 Nwy™ On / 2172 / , dt | de.
0 0 —Hz (t)
This concludes the proof. (]
5. PROOF OF THE MAIN RESULT
5.1. Proof of Theorem 1.3. Thanks to the scale invariance, we can assume that 2] = 1. By
Lemma 3.1, we can further assume that €2 is bounded. Thus we have to prove that

(5.1) Aeqg(Q2) = Aag(B) > C AQ)?,

where B is a ball such that |B| = |Q] = 1. We also observe that if A\s ,(2) > 2 X, 4(B), then by
using that A() < 2

Xeg(B) .5 [ Asq(B) s
Mal8) =g (B) > Aug(B) = 2B ot (2B 40
i.e. we get the desired estimate (5.1), with
As,q(B)
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Thus, we can confine ourselves to consider the case

(5.2) As,q(2) <2 X5 4(B).
We now set
1 /2 2s
5.3 Co=-|-4+—-1]).
(53) 9 (q N )
Observe that Cy > 0, thanks to the fact that ¢ < 2%. We define
Co
To = ———— A(Q),
O 41+ Cy) ()

then we have two possibilities for the value T' defined in (4.1):
either T <Tp or T>1T.

Case T < Ty. This is the easy case, here we do not need to work with the extension in Rf“. In
particular, Proposition 4.4 is not needed here.

We consider the set Qr = {x € Q : uq(z) > T}, which is open thanks to the continuity of ug.
We also verify that this set is not empty. Indeed, by using Minkowski’s inequality and the fact that

ug < (ug —T)4 + T,

we have (recall that Q| = 1 and [, uf, dz = 1)

(- = (- 7r)
> (/Qu?zdx)ll —TIQs =1-T.

By observing that T' < T < 1/2, the last estimate ensures that Qp has positive measure.
We now use the function (ug — T')4 in the variational definition of A 4(Q7), we get

(5.4)

2

(e = T)4]

No(Qr) < E—
(/ (ug —T)% dm) ’
Qr
By using that
2
{(UQ - T>+i| We2(@N) [UQ]%/VS=2(RN) = As,q(2),

we then obtain
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In the second inequality we used the Faber-Krahn inequality for A ,, applied to the open set Qr.
By using (4.2) and basic calculus?, we get

9 N

By recalling the definition of Cs, up to now we have obtained

2 2. 1 -i-% 1 /2 2
[ i (1—9A(Q)> >1+ - <q+s—1> A().

2

q

(5.5) Noa(Q) = Mog(B) (14 Cs AQ)) ( /Q (ugy — T)1. dx> ,

T
We now estimate the L? norm of (ug — T')4+: by raising to the power 2 the estimate (5.4) and
observing that T' < Ty < 1/2, we get

2

q C’2
-T)%d >(1-T)2>1-2Tp>1— ——— AQ).
([wn-rra) =017 2120 21 570 aw)
We insert this estimate in (5.5), so to obtain
Cs
The right-hand side can be estimated as follows
Co
14 Ce A2 1———A(Q
1+ A@) (1- 57 Am)
Co C2 9
=14+ |Co— ———— Q) — ———— A(Q
+ |0 sae] A0 - rrtay A0
Cs C? }
>14|Cy— — Q
=i { ETIEeS S rewen | Rt
Cs
=1+—"A0
* 2(1+4Cs) AK),

thus we eventually get
Ca Xs,4(B) ( Ca \s 4(B) ) 3
Asq() = As g(B) > =202 A(Q) > | —28 2 ) A(Q)5,
o®) = AealB) 2 ST A 2 (05 ) A@)
as desired.

Case T > Ty. If we set for simplicity

1

(5.6) 20 = ASY Y T | ,
24 \/2BN,s As q(B)

by assumption (5.2), we have

(5.7) 20 < A [ T .
24 \/BN,s As,q(£2)

2We use the convexity of the function t — (14 &)=, for o > 0.
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We now want to use the enhanced Pdlya-Szeg6—type estimate of Proposition 4.4, in conjunction
with Proposition 4.3. Thus, we have

N-1 2
B i 2 (uz(t)T>
)\3711(9)7)\57,1(B)201/ 212 A(E, 2~ it | dz
0 0 —ps(t)
—1\2
oy [T | [ (=07 dt | d
- 1/0 ’ O

> gA(Q)2 / Zm2s /gT(MZ(t)NNl)Zdt dz
~ 25 0 T —1(t) ’

where we used Proposition 4.3 in the third inequality, which is possible thanks to (5.7).
We observe that by using (4.4) and the fact that A(Q) < 2, we get

1
3’

A(Q)Q/zoz““ /gT L) a-
0 z —p(t)

In order to estimate the integral in ¢, we use Jensen’s inequality

1 T 3
pe(t) >1— §A(Q) > for every 1 <t< gT,

This in turn implies that

N-—1

Ci (1\ ¥
_ > - (=
heal® < Aea8) 2§ (3)

dt > — > .
T —,u’ (t) — 64 T — 64 |Ez | — |E§ |
z / —,U,, (t) dt T 7 g T,z

T q T2 1 T2 1
/ >

4
T

4

By using (4.4) with t = T'/4 and t = 3T'/8, we get (recall that || = 1)

1 1 2
Er | —|Es <14+4-AQ)—(1—-—=A(Q) | = = A(Q).
Byl = 1Bgrad <14 540 - (1- 340 ) =2 4@)
In conclusion, we obtain
3¢, (1\' ™ T2 [ [
1 1-2s
_ e i
(5.8) . No1

By recalling the definition (5.6) of zo and that

Co
T>Ty=—02 —
ST 010y

we get the desired conclusion in this case, as well.
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1—s }
)

] G m9AB) 3 0 (1N G N | S
1= 1+ 0y 92 956 25 \ 9 1(1+ Cy) 2576 By Aeg(B)

where B is any ball with |B| = 1. The constants C; = C1(N,s) > 0 and Cy = C3(N, s,q) > 0 are
given in (4.8) and (5.3), respectively. We then observe that:

e by Remark 2.7

Remark 5.1. From the proof above, we can extract the following explicit value for o

. . . 1/N . )
il/n%Bst < +o0, and llfm1 Ci=2Nwy On (11/11%’)/1\/73 > 0;

2 2
2421 .
(Z+x-1)>0

lim (1 — 8) Asg(B) = -2 Ay, (B),

e by definition

1
lim Cy = -
a2 T
e by Lemma A.1 below

51 2
and
lim (Asyq(B)) 1T = lim exp (1 —3 log ((1 —5) /\s7q(B)) Lz log(1 — s)) =1.
571 s 1

This shows that o; has the claimed stability property as s 1.

5.2. Proof of Corollary 1.5. We can suppose that |2] = 1. We then take B a ball such that
|B| = |©2| = 1. Observe that if

Ts(Q) < 5 Ts(B),

N =

then
T.5) - T@) 2 5 TB) = T2 ).

s

As usual, we used that A(2) < 2. This gives the desired stability estimate, under the standing
assumption on 74(2). On the other hand, if

(5.9) TQ) > S T(B),
we can use Theorem 1.3 with g =1
1 ]. g1 §
T@ T -
i.e. T(B) — T o %
TET@ - 19"

By using (5.9), we get

1 s 2 3
T(B) — To(@) > ;g@;m)s,

which proves the stability estimate in this case, as well. The proof is complete.
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Remark 5.2. An inspection of the proof shows that the constant oo in Corollary 1.5 can be taken

to be
i) L TB) o (TB)N?
72 = o3 1 -5’72 \1-5 ’

where B is a ball such that |B| = 1. By observing that (see Lemma A.1)

im 2B _ 2y,

s/ 1 1—s WN

we get that the constant oo has the claimed controlled behavior, as s approaches 1.

6. SMOOTH SETS

In this section, we briefly explain how on smoother sets we can improve our quantitative estimate,
by lowering the exponent on the Fraenkel asymmetry. We will use the same notation as before.

We start by showing that when the trace has additional smoothness properties, we can upgrade
the L? control of (2.11) to an L™ one.

Lemma 6.1. Let us suppose that o € W*2(RN) N LE1-2) (RN) is such that

p(z+h) —p(x)

< +00.
|h|®

[¢lo,s == sup sup
z€RN |h|>0

Then we have
1Up (5 2) = @l Lo @ny < Cplos 2°5
for a constant C' = C(N,s) > 0.

Proof. By using that the Poisson kernel has integral equal to 1, we have

Ua(,2) — ()] = &@Hﬂx—w—¢@H@’

RN

gé P.(y) o — y) — p(x)| dy

N
<ol [ Pl dy == lelos [ Pr(w) ol du.
RN RN
By defining
c= [ Piw)ll* du,
RN
we get the desired conclusion. O

Lemma 6.2 (Closeness of level sets, L case). Let Q@ C RY be an open bounded set and let
0 < s < 1. Let us suppose that there exists a constant C > 0 such that

(6.1) [Ua(:, 2) — uallpe@y) < C 2%, for z>0.
We fix T > 0 as in (4.1), then

=~

3 T\ =
for every §t§§T and every O<z§<> ,

b

we have

|~

T
{$EQIUQ($)>2}CE75,ZC{$EQ:UQ($)>
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In particular, for t and z as above, it holds E; . C ) with
1
1Q = Bt .| < 9 Q2 A(),

and
A(Et,z) > %A(Q)
Proof. We take a point x € Q such that ug(x) > T/2. By using (6.1), we get for every 0 < z <
(T/(8C))'*
Ua(z,z) > ug(z) — C2° > g —-Cz>-T.
This shows that for every T'/4 <t < 3T/8, we have

{z€Q:ug(x)>T/2} CEzqp, C By,

ool w

where for the second inclusion we used the monotonicity of the level sets. This shows the validity
of the first claimed inclusion.

We now take x € RY such that Uqg(x,z) > t and use again (6.1). We get for every 0 < z <
(T/(8C))Y*

T
uq(x) > Uqg(x,2) — C2° > 1 —-C2z°>
This shows that for every T/4 <t < 3T/8

T
E;,,C {x €Q : ugz) > },

o[~

8

as desired.
In order to prove the lower bound on the asymmetry of Ej ., it is sufficient to reproduce the
proof of (4.4) and observe that this time
Q772 \ Btz = [Er2 \ Qrys] = 0.
This gives
|E-AQ _ 12\ Qgp| 1
: S S a A(Q)a
1] 1€ 9
thanks to the choice (4.1) of T. We now get the conclusion by applying Lemma 4.1 withy =1/9. O

Then for regular sets @ C RY we can slightly improve the exponent on the asymmetry in our
quantitative estimate, according to the following

Theorem 6.3. Let N >2,0<s<1and1<q<2 Let Q CRY be an open bounded set, having
Lispchitz boundary and satisfying the exterior ball condition (with radius p). Then we have

C

— S

Q177 N (@) = Bl T Ay (B) = o A@Q)*,

for a constant C > 0 depending on N, s, q, p and on the Lipschitz constant of 0S).

Proof. We start by observing that by [32, Proposition 1.1], we have that uq is a function of class
C*(RY), whose C*—norm is bounded by a constant that depends on N, s, p, on the Lipschitz
constant of 9 and on A, 4(€2). Hence, by Lemma 6.1, we have that assumption (6.1) of Lemma
6.2 is satisfied with a constant C' which depends on the above quantities. As before, it is sufficient
to perform the proof under the restriction (5.2), thus we observe that the dependence on A, 4(€2)
can be removed.
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We proceed now as in the proof of Theorem 1.3, by using the same notations. The case T' < Ty
follows exactly as before.
For the case T > Tp, we use Lemma 6.2 (in place of Lemma 4.2) and we set

_(ZY
zZ1 = SC .

By proceeding as before, we now get

N-1 2
o 5T 2 (uz(t) " )
As,q(ﬂ)_)\S,q(B)ch/ z A(E: ;) — dt | dz
0 T 1 (t)
N-—1 2
1 ir NZ(t) N
> 49C4 A(Q)Q/ S1-2s / udt da.
121 0 T —M’Z(t)

4

By arguing as in the proof of Theorem 1.3, we deduce that

As.q(Q) = Ag 4(B) > C AQ) T? (/0 21728 dz)

C

> AQ) T2 207
—2(175)"4( ) 0?1

By recalling the definitions of z; and Tg, we get the conclusion. O

Remark 6.4. Observe that, differently from the proof of Theorem 1.3, the level z; does not depend
on the asymmetry itself. This explains why the resulting exponent on A(2) is smaller. Also observe
that even this improved exponent converges to 3, as s goes to 1.

Remark 6.5 (Fractional torsional rigidity). By taking ¢ =1 in Theorem 6.3 and recalling that

1
Ts(Q2) = ;
( ) /\371(9)
we can obtain
TB) TR 4 ot
6.2 N+2s N2520AQ )
. B oS .

for every open bounded set Q C R with Lipschitz boundary and which satisfies the exterior ball
condition. It is sufficient to repeat the proof of Corollary 1.5 and use Theorem 6.3, in place of
Theorem 1.3.

We point out that, after the completion of this paper, the manuscript [24] appeared. There the
author proved the very same estimate (6.2), without any further regularity assumption on €2, see
[24, Theorem 1.8]. The proof in [24] starts from our estimate (5.8) for ¢ = 1 and exploits the
possibility of writing 75(2) as an integral of the distribution function ¢ — |[{z : ug > ¢}, in order
to get a (slightly) better control in terms of A(£2). However, this approach can not be generalized
to cover all the range 1 < ¢ < 2%.
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APPENDIX A. ASYMPTOTICS FOR THE POINCARE-SOBOLEV CONSTANT

In the next result, we use 2* to denote the usual Sobolev exponent, i.e.

2N

o i >
N N =3,

2% =
400, if N =2.

For 1 < ¢ < 2*, we recall the notation

M@ = min  {IVulFaq) ¢ lullzoo) =1}

u€Dy>(Q)
Lemma A.1. Let N > 2 and 1 < g < 2*, then for every Q C RN open bounded set, we have

(A1) ngﬁml_gxwangﬁgxmgn

If in addition Q has Lipschitz boundary, then

(A.2) lim (1= ) A, g(€) = 57 Mg ().

Proof. In order to prove (A.1l), it is sufficient to use the Bourgain-Brezis-Mironescu convergence
result

lim (1 — s) [(p]%vs,z(RN) Sl / |Ve|? dr, for every ¢ € C5°(12),
s, 1 2 Q

see [4]. Indeed, by taking ¢ € C§°(€2) with unit L? norm and using the definition of A, 4(€2), from
the previous formula we get
. 2 WN 2
limsup(l — 8) A5 ¢(2) < Hm (1 = s) [plypee@n) = — / |Vo|* dx.
s 1 s,/'1 2 Q
By taking the infimum over all admissible ¢, we get (A.1).

We now show (A.2). The case ¢ = 2 is already contained in [9, Theorem 1.2], we thus treat the
case q # 2. We take 1 < ¢ < 2* and fix

We then observe that
sp:=1-Ndi<s<1 = q<2;.
From now on, we thus work with sp < s < 1. We start by observing that [9, Corollary 2.2] entails
1 o]
s (1= 8) [udyen@yy < Cluliiig) IVull}sq),  for every u € C§°(9),
for some C' = C'(N) > 0. In particular, by using the definition of As 4(£2), we get
1-s
(A.3) $ (1= 8) Mg () [l oy < Cllul2ie? 1Vul220)-

We have to distinguish two cases:
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o if , we use in (A.3) the Gagliardo-Nirenberg inequality

lull 2 (@) < Cnvg llullzafoy VUl 220y,
where ¢ is determined by scale invariance, i.e.
__ (@2-9gN
2N —q(N-2)
This yields
5 (1= ) A () [l gy < C lul20i57 O ) 28150 7+,

for a possibly different constant C = C(N,q) > 0. By dividing on both sides by ||ul|%,, we

get
(1—s)9+s
||VU||2L2(Q) >

||U||%q(g)

s(1=38)XAsq()) <C (

Since this holds for every u € C§°(£2), we finally get

(A4) sl ag@ < (r@) 7

o if , we use in (A.3) Hoélder’s inequality

lul2a0) < 1907 Jull20q)
This now gives
—s 2(1—s
5 (1= 8) Mg () 2y < C10210H) =) )3 0o Va2 -

By proceeding as in the previous case, we thus obtain

(g=2) (1=s)

(A5) 5 (1= ) Aeg(@) < 10175 (A 4(@)
From (A.4) and (A.5), we have obtained that there exists a constant C' = C(N,¢,€, ) > 0 such
that
(A.6) s(1—8)Asq(Q) < C, for every sp < s < 1.
Then for every sequence {sg}ren C (so,1) converging to 1, we take
uy, € DF3(Q), up > 0in Q,

to be a minimizer of the variational problem which defines A, 4(€2). By definition and estimate
(A.6), we have

(A7) (1= si) [un]fyer vy = (1= 85) Asyq () < C, for every k € N.

By using [9, Lemma 3.10], up to consider a subsequence, we have

(A.8) [y —ullz2) =0,

for some u € Dé’Q (©2). With a simple argument, from the previous estimate we can also infer

i — =0.
kgf;o [k UHLq(m
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Indeed, for 1 < ¢ < 2 this simply follows from Holder’s inequality. For ¢ > 2, we can use the
fractional Sobolev inequality and the interpolation inequality of [9, Proposition 2.1], so to get

1
luw —ullZoy < s [uk — uliyszn
A3.2()
Sk 2(1-£)
< O ey (1= ) ok~ gy ) ™

where 0 < 8 < sy, is a fixed exponent, taken so that 2 = ¢. Hence, by the fact that u € Dé’Q(Q)
and using (A.7) and (A.8), we obtain also in this case that

. . 1_£
khj& Jure = ullLo(o) < kILI{:OC llur = ull 25y =0,

since the constant C' > 0 in the last inequality can be taken uniform as k goes to oc.
In particular, the function u has unit L? norm. By using the I'—convergence result of [9, Propo-
sition 3.11] and the minimality of ux, we get

WN WwN o
7 )\Lq(Q) S 7 /Q |VU|2 dx S hknl)g.}f(l - Sk-) [uk]%/Vsk’z(]RN)

= liminf(1 — sx) As,, 4(€2).

k—o0

(A.9)

By using (A.1), we thus get
wWN .
0@ = Jim (1 53) Ay o(€2).

This in turn implies that equality must hold everywhere in (A.9), thus the limit function w is optimal
for A1,4(€). This concludes the proof. O

Remark A.2 (Irregular sets). The hypothesis of Lipschitz regularity on 9 could probably be
weakened. However, for a general open bounded set @ C R the equality (A.2) is not true. Indeed,
we can produce a counter-example by using a similar construction to that of [26, Section 7], which
deals with a related phenomenon.

By using [28, Section 10.4.3, Proposition 5], we can exhibt a Cantor-type set F' C RY such that

cap,(F) >0 but cap,(F) = 0 for every s < 1.

Here cap,(F') denotes the s—capacity of F. In this way, if we consider the open set B\ F, the set
F' is “invisible” for every As (B \ F'), when s < 1. Then we get

lim (1 5) A g(B\ F) = lim (1 — 5) Au g (B) = %N Ag(B) < %N ALq(B\ F).

s 1
The last strict inequality follows from the fact that F' has positive capacity when s = 1.
Lemma A.3. Let N >2 and 0 < s < 1. We define the sharp Sobolev constant in RV

o Ny s 2 ) 2t g
Snys = As2: (RY) = uec}g‘}f(‘RN) {[U]Wsﬂ(RN) : /RN |ul® do = 1} :
Then for every Q C RN open set with finite measure, we have

Jim Ao g(©) =S

s
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Proof. The proof is standard, we give it for completeness. We set

2s5—N

Ulo)=1+0) =,
then we know that functions of the form

|z — 20

Ut,xo(a:):b{( ) t >0,z € RY,

are such that

Uy mol2
(A.10) rzolieagur) = Sns,

(], i)

see [14, Theorem 1.1]. Since (2 is an open set, there exists Br(zo) C 2. We consider the “truncated”

extremal
t t 4

Then the function ¢;/||¢¢||La(q) is admissible in the variational problem which defines A, 4(€2).
Thus we get

n*""

. . [‘ptﬁ/v&?(RN)
lim sup As 4(€2) < limsup

q.2% .2} H‘PtHQLq(Q)
< [Ut,xo}%/‘/s,Z(RN)
N 2\
Jpo (e (5572) (7))
Br(zo) t t
B tN—QS [u]%/‘/s,2(RN)
o 2

(N—2s /BR(O) (Z,{(|;v|) ~Uu <1:>)2: da

By taking the limit as ¢ goes to 0 and recalling (A.10), we can infer

limsup As 4(©2) < Sns.
q.2%

In order to prove that

liminf A ((€2) > Sy s,

q.72

it is sufficient to use Holder’s inequality. Indeed, this gives that
20 (Q) < Q7 2 A 4(9), for ¢ < 2.

By observing that A, 2+ (RY) < A 2 (€2), we can now get the desired conclusion. O
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APPENDIX B. TWO EQUIVALENT SEMINORMS IN W*2(RY)

For every measurable function u : RV — R and every i = 1,..., N, we define

1
+oo 2 2
(x + o0€;) — u(x)|
[ sZ(RN :(/ /RN 1+25 dwd@ .

In Lemma 2.4 we used that the sum of these seminorms is equivalent to the standard Sobolev-
Slobodeckii seminorm. Even if this result should belong to the folklore on Sobolev spaces, we have
not been able to find a reference for this fact.

Proposition B.1. Let 0 < s < 1, then for every u € C§°(RY) we have

N
Z 82(RN S[ ]WSQ(]RN <CZ SQRN)v

i=1

Q\H

for a constant C = C(N) > 1.

Proof. We prove the two inequalities separately. In order to prove the first one, we define the
K —functionals

K(tu) = dnt llu= vl + 90|
and
Kitw) = ot [||u — ol 2@y +t v, LQ(RN)} i=1,...,N.

Observe that we trivially have
Ki(t,u) < K(t,u), i=1,...,N.

By using this and [35, Theorem 35.2], we have

Z( [ <>> f) < e,

thus in order to prove the first inequality in the statement, we only need to prove that

© Rt u)\2 dt)
(B.1) [u]w:,Q(RN)gc*(/O <§“)) t) . fori=1,...,N.

To prove (B.1), we take € > 0 and p > 0, then there exists v € C§°(RY) such that

@ @
(B.2) lu = w2y + 5 o lp2n) < (1+€) Ki (5,u).



34 BRASCO, CINTI, AND VITA

Thus we get?

([ lotae) —uia)? dw>5 < ([ oo et ge) —ula) ruto)? )

o(z + o)) —v(@)? | \?
+ (/}RN IEEF dx

<2075 Ju— |2 @n)

Nl

_1_
+0'72 vz, [l L2y

:2Q 27

* (lu = vllzzmn) + 5 oz llza)) -

By using (B.2), we then obtain

lu(z + 0e;) — u(x)|? 2 _1-2s 0 \?
/RN JEEE dr <4(1+¢)°0 K; (§,u) .

We now integrate with respect to ¢ > 0 and make a change of variable. This yields directly (B.1),
as desired.

In order to prove the second inequality, we observe that

o = [ (/ |U($+Z)|z_su(m)|2dx) |:ﬁv

+oo _ 2
SN-1 RN 0°® 0

For w = (wy,...,wn) € SV1 we use the triangle inequality so to get

T Ju(z 4 ow) — u(a)]?
/ /]RN EET dx do

-7 ju o+ S wiei) —ute)

’ 2

EEE dx do

| /\

. 2
JVZ/+oo/ x—l—zz 1 leel) —u(x—l—zij\:l]_lgwiei)‘
g RN Q1+25

+o0o 2
T+ owje;) — u(z)|
/ /RN giT2s dx dp,

where we used the sunple change of variable
N—j-1
T+ Z owi€; =1y.

i=1

N

3In the second inequality, we use the classical fact

(/RN \u(z+g|e;|)2—v(x)l2 dx)é < (/RN |vzi\2da:)%.
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We thus obtain

N +00 2
2 lu(z+ owj e;) — u(z)|
[U]Ws,2(RN) S N Z/SN—I/O /]RN Ql+28 dl‘dQ
=1

N +oo e.) — 2
:NZ/ / / ule oy o) ZHIL g, 4,
j=1/{w;>0}ns¥ =1 Jo RN o
N

+oo ) 2
o1 Hwi<opnsy -1 Jo RN 0 s

We can use the change of variable w; o =t in the first integral and w; o = —t in the second one, so
to obtain
N +00 2
[l zny SN Y / W2t AU / / e tte;) —ul@)l” 4, 4
We2(RN) = =\ Sy >0pnsv-1 J 0 RN ti+2s

N

+o0 2
2s 1/ N—1 lu(z —te;) — u(z)]
+ N g / w; dH /0 /]RN tlj_QS dx dt.

{w;>0}NSN—1

j=1
In conclusion, we obtained
3 [N H
[U]WSJ(RN) <V2N / |Wl|280mN_1 Z[u]iﬁ*z(RN)
{w1>0}NSN 1 = i
By using some standard algebraic manipulations, we then obtain the desired inequality. (Il
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