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This book links together different research paths that have concerned the metropolis of São Paulo. 
They are reflections and design experiences that involved the Department of Architecture at the Uni-
versity of Ferrara and the Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning at the Mackenzie Presbyteri-
an University of São Paulo, especially the CITER and LPP research labs. In recent years, the Brazilian 
metropolis has been jointly studied by different groups of lecturers and students from the two univer-
sities. The papers and the syntheses of degree theses in this volume addressed the issues of urban sec-
tors’ regeneration, giving particular attention to the design of public space, urban mobility, and infor-
mal neighborhoods recovery in central city areas.

downtown são paulo
reflections of an international design lab

Contributions by Alfredo ALIETTI, Angelica Tanus BENATTI ALVIM, Valter CALDANA, Mauro CALLIARI, Mariana 
DE SOUZA ROLIM, Elena DORATO, Romeo FARINELLA, Giovanni GIBERTINI, Alessandro IPPOLITI, Giuliana 
LISCIO, Michele MILLOSEVICH, Carlos Guilherme MOTA, Luca ROSSATO, Nadia SOMEKH, Marco ZAOLI.

framing the urban n. 3

romeo farinella
Architect, Ph.D., Full Professor of Urban Design at the University of Ferrara, 
where he is director of CITERlab and has directed the University Center for In-
ternational Development Cooperation. He has taught and lectured at numerous 
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